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HK Phil Timpani and Percussion Section (from left to right): Sophia Woo,

James Boznos, Raymond Leung and Aziz D. Barnard Luce ©Phil Shek
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PERCUSSION

The Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra

(HK Phil) collaborates with HKU MUSE to
present a chamber music series spotlighting
different sections of the orchestra, beginning
with the HK Phil’'s Percussion Section.

Offering a theatrical experience beyond the
audience’s imagination, this programme
features an array of contemporary works
from the 20" century onwards, including
works by the renowned Japanese composer
Toru Takemitsu and by one of his muses, the
avant-garde John Cage. Takemitsu’s Rain
Tree is dreamy and poetic, while Cage’s Third
Construction is a pivotal work in the percussion
repertoire which uses a variety of exotic
instruments and an assortment of cymbals,
shakers, claves, tom-toms and tin cans.

The concert begins with the world premiere

of Record of the Little Rock Pond by HKU
composer Jing Wang who took inspiration
from prose of the same title by Liu Zongyuan,
a great poet in the Tang dynasty. This beautiful
opener sets the tone for the pieces to come.
Also included in this concert is Zoon by HK Phil
Principal Timpani OZNO and two works by
American composers James Tenney and Thom
Hasenpflug.
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JAMES BOZNOS (OZNO) Percussion/Composer
A versatile musician and composer, James
Boznos has been the HK Phil Principal
Timpanist since 2000. He has been a soloist
with the HK Phil on three occasions, having
performed both of the William Kraft Timpani
Concertos as well as his own composition
Concerto for Timpani, Roto-Toms and
Orchestra. In 2019, the China Philharmonic and
Guangzhou Symphony premiered Concerto no.
2, Pavilions with the composer as soloist.
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AZIZ D. BARNARD LUCE Percussion

A native of Washington D. C., Aziz D.

Barnard Luce joined the HK Phil as Principal
Percussionist in 2011. Aziz holds degrees from
Boston University as well as the New England
Conservatory, and has twice been awarded a
Tanglewood Music Center fellowship. Aziz was
the Principal Percussionist of the Jacksonville
Symphony Orchestra in Florida and has
performed with the Boston Symphony and
Boston Pops Orchestras.
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RAYMOND LEUNG WAI-WA Percussion
Born with congenital deafness in the right ear,
Raymond Leung began percussion studies in
1979 and continued his studies at the Hong
Kong Academy for Performing Arts (HKAPA) with
Dr Lung Heung-wing before joining the HK Phil
as percussionist in 1989. He is also an instructor
at HKAPA, the Chinese University of Hong

Kong (CUHK) and the Baptist University. He is
co-founder and Chairman of the ethnic drumming
group “Island Sun Drum” and co-founder of
“Jenga” The Hong Kong Percussion Quartet.
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SOPHIA WOO SHUK-FAI Percussion

A member of the HK Phil since 1992, Sophia
Woo teaches percussion at HKAPA, Hong
Kong Baptist University and CUHK. She has
been the Grover Pro Percussion artist since
2018. Majoring in percussion at HKAPA, Sophia
graduated with distinction and was awarded
The Bernard Van Zuiden Music Fund to further
her studies in London’s Guildhall School of
Music & Drama. She is one of the founders of
“Jenga” The Hong Kong Percussion Quartet.
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Please click onto the photo of each artist for a full-version biography
on the “Orchestral Spotlights: Percussion” concert page.




