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ORCHESTRAL SPOTLIGHTS: VIOLA

FZEE{EHI ASTOR PIAZZOLLA (8f#$822 4 arr. KENNY CHOY)
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The Four Seasons of Buenos Aires:

Invierno Porteno (Winter), Primavera Portefia (Spring)

BRI ENE HK Phil Viola Section

mEHF MAX BRUCH (%4 arr. R.A. COHEN)
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Romanze for Viola and Orchestra, op. 85

FER - RAE-BRF HBAE Li Jiali, Li Ming, Alice Rosen & Sun Bin

#7518 FRANK BRIDGE
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Lament for Two Violas

B RAES Andrew Ling & Kaori Wilson

PR YUET-MING DAVID CHAN

(BEE) waemn) (2022)
Sauntering on Snowflake (World Premiere) (2022)

BEEIEE A HK Phil Viola Section
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12 YORK BOWEN 10°
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Fantasia for Four Violas, op. 41

BEB KR MREE BRFT Chris Choi, Fu Shuimiao, Damara Lomdaridze & Alice Rosen
%) CHRISTOPHER LOWRY o’

BB PIRERYRER (2012)
Romanza for Four Violas (2012)
FRBR -ERE AR RER Li Jiali, Cui Hongwei, Ethan Heath & Zhang Shuying

EEF TOMASO ANTONIO VITALI 10°
(EBEWHEL4R arr. ANDREW LING)
G/\iAE B

Chaconne in G minor

BROREZNERERE HK Phil Viola Section & Benedikt Fohr

B gerhiZ 22 /)\48 HK Phil Viola Section

ZHEith  Andrew Ling &M  Ethan Heath

FER Jialili 2] Li Ming

RER(E4 Kaori Wilson #A5%#E Damara Lomdaridze
ZZEM Chris Choi ZE555F  Alice Rosen

#7278 CuiHongwei B Sun Bin

{3:k#%  Fu Shuimiao RIS Zhang Shuying
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Special Appearance: Benedikt Fohr HK Phil Chief Executive
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Scan the QR code to complete an online survey and get a
chance to win two HK Phil concert tickets. The information
collected will be kept confidential and used solely by the
HK Phil. Thank you very much for your valuable feedback.
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The Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra
(HK Phil), in collaboration with HKU MUSE,
is delighted to showcase the violists of

the HK Phil, as part of this chamber music
series spotlighting different sections of the
orchestra. This varied programme gives the
chance to get to know the rich, expressive
power of the viola more closely.

The programme begins with Argentine
composer Astor Piazzolla’s (1921-1992)

, written in the
1960s as separate pieces for the composer’s
own ensemble. Partly influenced by Vivaldi’s
violin concerto, The Four Seasons, these
four tangos rhythmically portray the bustling
lives of portenos (people of Buenos Aires)
throughout the year. In contrast,

(1911) by German
composer and violist Max Bruch (1838-
1920) demonstrates the virtuosic lyricism of
the viola.

The unique dark, warm tone of the viola
has captivated generations of composers,
who are often violists themselves or
commissioned by violists. In this concert,
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Orchestal Spotlights: Viola

we will listen to two works commissioned by
legendary English violist Lionel Tertis, who
was instrumental in establishing the viola as a
solo instrument. The first is Lament for Two
Violas (1912) by English composer and violist
Frank Bridge (1879-1941), who premiered

the piece with Tertis in 1912. Unfortunately,
the manuscript was lost, and thus current
editions are based on sketches housed at the
Royal College of Music. The other is Fantasia
for Four Violas (1907) by English composer
York Bowen (1884-1961), an imaginative,
textually complex piece that was premiered
by Tertis and his students.

Commissioned by the American Viola Society,
Romanza for Four Violas (2012) by American
composer Christopher Lowry (b. 1988)
combines English pastoral and Italian operatic
idioms. This piece uses subito dynamics,
pizzicati, and closely spaced voices to
highlight the viola’s dramatic capabilities,
with the melody being shared between all
four players. HKU composer Yuet-ming David
Chan (b. 1999)’s Sauntering on Snowflake
(2022), for 12 violas on mute (con sordino),
was written specifically for this concert.

As the composer explains, he envisions

the ensemble as a “massive sound object”
comprised of “layers of heterophonic tissues”
that only occasionally split up.

The concert ends with an arrangement

of Chaconne in G minor, a famous work
often attributed to Italian composer Tomaso
Antonio Vitali (1663-1745), which features

a repeating bassline pattern on which an
increasingly complex melody is developed.

Programme notes by Samuel S. Chan
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ANDREW LING

Andrew is a concert violist and violinist,
conductor and music educator. Currently
HK Phil Principal Viola, Andrew has garnered
acclaim for his orchestral playing and solo
recitals worldwide. He has played with many
renowned musicians including Yuja Wang,
Cho-Liang Lin and Ning Feng.
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LI JIALI

Co-Principal Viola of the HK Phil and former
Principal Violist of the New World Symphony,
Jiali has worked with St Louis and Boston
Symphony Orchestras, and been invited to
perform at the Verbier Music Festival and
toured with the Verbier Chamber Orchestra. An
active chamber musician, Jiali was a founding
member of the Caspian Quartet.
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KAORI WILSON

Kaori started playing the violin at the age of
four and took up the viola in chamber music
groups at the age of 12. She studied at Toho
Gakuen School of Music, the Queensland
Conservatorium and the Hong Kong Academy

EEFREMEGE - for Performing Arts. She has been a member
of the HK Phil as Assistant Principal Viola
since 1996.
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Chris began studying violin at the age of six
and viola at 17 at the Hong Kong Academy
for Performing Arts, where he completed

his Master’s degree with full scholarships.
First Prize winner of the Alice and Eleonore
Schoenfeld 1st International String
Competition (Chamber Music Division), Chris
joined the HK Phil in 2018.
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CUI HONGWEI

Graduated from the Shanghai Conservatory
of Music in 1990, Hongwei furthered his
studies at the Aspen Music School. In

1995 he obtained his Master’s degree from
Chicago Musical College of Roosevelt
University. He has won many prizes in
numerous competitions.



137k #%
FREBARERE NS,
UEBERBEEALETY
IR T RE - B2 EEUN
EELHBLHNEERE
MERE -G BB LB
RREES @285t
EINad=

FU SHUIMIAO

Started playing the violin at the age of

six, Shuimiao completed the Master’s
degree programme in Viola at the Shanghai
Conservatory of Music with full scholarship.
She has participated in Young Euro Classical
and the Schleswig-Holstein Music Festivals.
She was a Robert H. N. Ho Foundation
Orchestral Fellow of the HK Phil.
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ETHAN HEATH

Graduated from the Interlochen Arts
Academy, Ethan continued his studies at the
Eastman School of Music, The Juilliard School
and the Cleveland Institute of Music. Keen

to increase the repertoire of contemporary
viola music, he successfully commissioned

BEEAI A o the “Concertpiece for Viola and Piano” from
American composer David Diamond.
3RER LI MING
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Li Ming began her music lessons at the age
of eight and graduated from the Sichuan
Conservatory of Music. She furthered her
viola studies at the University of Music
Karlsruhe with distinction, and studied
chamber music with Professor Jérg-Wolfgang
Jahn. She joined the HK Phil in 2004.
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DAMARA LOMDARIDZE

Before joining the HK Phil in 2012, Damara
was a member of the Louisiana Philharmonic
Orchestra, Hong Kong Sinfonietta and City
Chamber Orchestra of Hong Kong. She has
performed with Pharos Soloists in Europe. An
active chamber musician, she has performed
across Hong Kong.
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ALICE ROSEN

Alice joined the HK Phil in 1997. Educated at
both The Juilliard School and Eastman School
of Music and with a Master’s degree from Rice
University’s Shepherd School of Music, Alice
has participated in numerous international
festivals, including the Pacific and Aspen
Music Festivals.
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SUN BIN

Sun Bin joined the HK Phil in 1995. He was a
player with the San Antonio, Shanghai and
Fujian Symphony Orchestras. He graduated
from the Shanghai Conservatory of Music
and started his Master’s studies in Rice
University in 1991.
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ZHANG SHUYING

Shuying began studying the violin with her
father when she was very young. She won the
third prize in the Youth B Group of the First
National Viola Competition in 2003. Graduated
from the Shanghai Conservatory of Music, she
became a Robert H. N. Ho Family Foundation
Orchestral Fellow of the HK Phil in 2009, and
joined the orchestra in 2011/12.
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BENEDIKT FOHR

Before joining the HK Phil as Chief Executive
in 2019, Benedikt was the Orchestra Manager
(CEO) of Deutsche Radio Philharmonie
Saarbrucken Kaiserslautern (DRP) for 12 years.
Benedikt holds an MBA from the University

of Mannheim, Germany. He learned the violin
and viola and enjoys performing with amateur
orchestras and playing chamber music.
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House programmes grow on trees — help us be environmentally responsible
by sharing your programme with your companion.

If you don't wish to keep your house programme, please leave it
at your seat, or return it to the admission point for recycling.

Thank you for caring for the Earth!




