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John BORSTLAP

Violin Concerto no. 2,
Dreamscape Voyage
(World Premiere)
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JAAP | MAHLER 1

The magical stillness that opens Mahler’s First Symphony could be the
dawn of the world itself. But it’s certainly the start of a truly epic musical
adventure with HK Phil Music Director Jaap van Zweden. First, though,
HK Phil Concertmaster Jing Wang steps into the spotlight for a world first:
a new violin concerto by John Borstlap, a composer who believes that good
tunes never go out of fashion.
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A symphony must be like the world. It must contain everything
— &%) Gustav Mahler
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Many agreed with the great conductor Hans von Blilow when he described Mahler’s
Symphony No. 1, Titan, as “much too strange”.

After a mysterious opening representing dawn, the first movement breaks into a childlike
melody. The second movement is a rollicking, bucolic dance full of the spirit of Austrian
peasant dances. The third movement, by which Mahler refers to a picture by Callot—Des
Jaegers Leichenbegéngnis (“The Huntsman’s Funeral”), opens with a morose version of
the popular children’s song Frére Jacques. The fourth movement is full of radical contrasts.
It opens with a scream of despair and ends with a life-affirming theme from the horns.
Mahler’s first venture into symphonic composition finishes on a note of unqualified joy

and happiness.
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+ Music Director of the Hong Kong

Philharmonic Orchestra (HK Phil) and the
New York Philharmonic

* Led the HK Phil to complete Wagner’s Ring

Cycle and win Gramophone'’s Orchestra of
the Year Award 2012

+ Received the Concertgebouw Prize and the

Silver Bauhinia Star in 2020
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+ Current concertmaster of the HK Phil
- Plays a 1757 G.B. Guadagnini “Ex-Brodsky” violin,

loaned generously by an anonymous benefactor.

- Awarded the “Young Soloist of the Year” by Les

Radios Francophones Publiques in 2003
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