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JAAP | JAN VOGLER
PLAYS ELGAR

For English composers, the landscape is a
constant inspiration. Britten evoked the sea
in all its moods, and you can almost taste
the salt. Elgar retreated to the countryside,
and wrote a Cello Concerto filled with the
poetry of autumn — the superb Jan Vogler is
its interpreter today. Finally, there’s a
complete change of scene, as Jaap van
Zweden conducts Shostakovich’s witty (but
surprisingly powerful) Ninth Symphony.
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ELGAR cello Concerto

A fine spirit's lifelong wistful brooding upon the loveliness of earth

Eight months before the end of the First World War, Elgar was whilst recuperating in a London
nursing home that the seeds of the cello concerto were born. To continue his recuperation,
Elgar and his wife, Alice, left London for the tranquillity of a small cottage in Sussex, on
England's south coast. Surrounded by peace and beauty, Elgar began to compose again.
In 1920, Alice died, Elgar effectively abandoned composing; the cello concerto stands as his
last significant completed work.

The first movement opening with an impassioned solo cello recitative answered by the
clarinet. The second movement is full of the spirit of the Sussex countryside. The melody has
been described as having "all the freedom of birds in flight". The third movement is an
emotionally-charged melody from the cello with rich orchestral accompaniment. Then it
changes the mood for the fourth movement, which begins briskly enough, but is quickly
slowed down by the cello. At last, the cello reverts to its opening recitative, after which the
orchestra rapidly leads the concerto to its brisk but deeply sad conclusion.
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+ Music Director of the Hong Kong Philharmonic
Orchestra and the New York Philharmonic

+ Led the HK Phil to complete Wagner's Ring
Cycle and win Gramophone's Orchestra of the
Year Award 2019

- Received the Concertgebouw Prize and the
Silver Bauhinia Star in 2020
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Jan Vogler ceLLo

“Soulful, richly hued playing”
- The New York Times

“His cello speaks like a singing voice.”
— Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung
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- Recipient of the European Award for Culture,

the Erich-Kastner Award, the European Award

for Culture TAURUS and the Order of Merit of

the Federal Republic of Germany
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standard tickets for four or more HK Phil mainstage programmes. For
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POPTICKET.

ticketing and other discount schemes, please visit: TREIEBRHMERARZR My URBTIX (Android & iPhone kR) i %

Tickets are also available through mobile ticketing app My URBTIX

urbtix.hk hkphil.org/2223season-discount

(Android and iPhone versions)

popticket.hk/hkphil

BB RRBE G R BB R ARG ISR B E 5 480 | RSDIAEMIE A SMELEN | TNHRBRIENHARXEEMAMFELBNNBROMA | BIALTATEES | BEARRUEAL | BRERO—)\BO+EDE
BIE—HETIHHE | Please note that venues may update their anti-epidemic admission measures in line with the Government regulations. See the Venue’s official website for the latest details | Please refer to hkphil.org for list of seats with
restricted sightlines | Programmes and artists are subject to change without notice or refund | Latecomers may not be admitted | Suitable for ages 6 and above \ The concert runs approximately 1 hour and 45 minutes with an intermission




