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+ Music Director of the Hong Kong Philharmonic
Orchestra (HK Phil) and the New York Philharmonic

+ Led the HK Phil to complete Wagner's Ring Cycle and
win Gramophone's Orchestra of the Year Award 2019

- Received the Concertgebouw Prize and the Silver
Bauhinia Star in 2020

For its composer, Shostakovich’s Fifth Symphony was a matter of life and death,
and every note blazes with conviction. In the hands of Music Director Jaap
van Zweden, it’s one of 20% century music’s most unforgettable experiences.
And talking of unforgettable, meet the all-star pairing of violinist Akiko
Suwanai and Prokofiev’s First Violin Concerto — plus a fascinating new work
from a true rising star among Hong Kong composers, Simon Yip Sai-man.
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“Her big, focused, almost piercing tone took over,
carving sonic space...” The Washington Post
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When Prokofiev won First Prize from the St Petersburg Conservatoire, he did not gain wide
recognition. The conductor Alexander Siloti had originally banned Prokofiev's work, yet he was
soon won over. However, political events intervened and put paid to the planned premiere, until
1923 in Paris. Set beside previous Prokofiev's works, the First Violin Concerto certainly seems very
restrained. The first movement opens with a deeply tender theme from the soloist against the
gentlest of orchestral accompaniments. The tension increases, the soloist at one point breaking
out into bursts of florid scales before calming down again and bringing the work to its tranquil
conclusion with copious amounts of high trills.
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- Recorded works by Takemitsu with the NHK
Symphony Orchestra/Jarvi for Sony

In 1936 Shostakovich suffered a terrifying ordeal as the state newspaper published a ferocious
denunciation of both the opera and him. As so often in periods of crisis, Shostakovich sought
salvation in work. Finally, the Soviet authorities gave the Fifth Symphony an unequivocal
thumbs-up, and the audience at the Leningrad premiere roared their approval for half an hour.
Overall, the Firth Symphony does appear to chart a conventional romantic journey: fromm minor
key anguish and desolation to major key rejoicing.

+ 2022/23 Season highlights include appearances with

the Basel Symphony and Duisburg Philharmoniker
and NSO Taiwan
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standard tickets for four or more HK Phil mainstage programmes. For POPTICKET.hk
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