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FRI & SAT 8PM $680 $560 $420 $300
MNEEHAE B LB For discount schemes, please visit hkphil.org
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NIU NIU PLAYS TCHAIKOVSKY

The horns throw down a challenge, and the piano strides forward. The whole
orchestra gives a sigh of pain, and begins a passionate struggle for life itself.
It’s all about emotion, it’s all about drama and above all, it's about melody, as
Niu Niu and Jaap van Zweden join forces in two of Tchaikovsky’s best-loved
masterpieces: the shattering Sixth Symphony, and the romantic First Piano
Concerto.
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TCHAIKOVSKY Ssymphony no. 6, Pathétique

Tchaikovsky originally called his sixth and final symphony “Programme Symphony”. It was the
audience’s mystified reception of the work that prompted him to look for a title that would give a
clearer indication of the work’s “programme” and go some ways to explaining the subdued final
movement which so puzzled the first audience. His brother, Modest, suggested calling it
“Tragic” but then hit on the title Pathétique which is how the symphony has been known ever
since. Compared to the English word “pathetic”, the Russian word “patetichesky” used by
Modest is more indicative of passion, sorrow, and deep, personal emotions, which figure largely
in the Sixth Symphony.

There is certainly plenty of passion and heartache in the deeply sorrowful introduction to the
first movement, to the expansive and passionate melodies. There is a finality about this music,
not least in its mournful ending—a single note played by cellos and basses dying away to
nothing — which has added to the legend of Tchaikovsky’s own death followed so closely after
the work’s premiere.
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W Wi exclusive member privileges: Up to a 30% discount upon purchasing #5249 Programme Enquiries
standard tickets for four or more HK Phil mainstage programmes. For
ticketing and other discount schemes, please visit:

## Ticketing Enquiries
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Tickets are also available through mobile ticketing app My URBTIX

urbtix.hk hkphil.org/2223season-discount (Android and iPhone versions)
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