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The Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra is financially supported & Hong Kong

by the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region ~—1 culturalCentre Jaap van Zweden Music Director
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VASILY PETRENKO & NING FENG

Richard Strauss used a colossal orchestra to tell the story
of an imaginary hero. Ein Heldenleben is a true sonic
blockbuster, and to mark his HK Phil debut, Vasily
Petrenko pairs it with Elgar’s colourful postcard from
London, and the fire and ice of Sibelius’s Violin Concerto,
performed by the “immaculate” (BBC Music) Ning Feng.
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R. STRAUSS Ein Heldenleben

George Bernard Shaw once famously wrote, “Behind every successful man there is a woman,
and behind every unsuccessful man there are two”. It certainly seems uncannily relevant to
Strauss. In the words of one biographer, "Strauss had cause to be thankful to his wife for her
eager devotion to him and to his work. The degree of this devotion was of a kind that would
be intolerable to many men and positively murderous to the majority of artists.”. While Pauline
de Ahna, Strass’ wife objected vociferously to his refusal to take mistresses, seeing this as a
denial of her rights to throw domestic tantrums and to publicly humiliate her husband. Little
wonder, after four years of marriage, he cast himself as the hero in the last of his orchestral
tone-poems, Ein Heldenleben (“A Hero’s Life”).

Ein Heldenleben comprises six distinct episodes which run without a break:

“The Hero” starts with an exultant, gloriously optimistic theme stirred up by the lower strings
and horns in the key of E flat major. In contrast to the hero’s nobility, carping woodwind and
sneering brass provide almost comical portraits of his many detractors. Then the hero is
suddenly distracted by a woman (a gentle theme from the solo violin). The solemn brass reveal
the hero’s growing adoration for the woman. The episode ends with with a rapturous love
duet. A sour note is later injected by a pair of tubas and some bitter interjections from the
strings. The hero catalogues, to the sound of a flowing harp, his own achievements. These are,
of course, extracts from Strauss’ previous tone poems including Macbeth and Don Juan, as
well as two works associated with Pauline, Guntram and one of the songs he composed as a
wedding gift.
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Vasily Petrenko CONDUCTOR

Petrenko stamped his authority all over the work: a
fine sense of lyrical line matched the clarity of
structure, but most deeply engaging was his
control of the changing mood and temperature...

— The Guardian
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+ Current Music Director of the Royal Philharmonic
Orchestra and Artistic Director of the State
Academic Symphony Orchestra of Russia

+ Worked with many of the world’s most prestigious
orchestras including the Berlin Philharmonic and
the Bavarian Radio Symphony Orchestras.
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Unlike anyone else’s... it’s the illusion of a
freewheeling conversation projected from within
that held me captive...

— Gramophone
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+ Recognised internationally as an artist of great
lyricism, innate musicality and stunning virtuosity

+ Toured Europe, Asia and Australia with Jaap van
Zweden and the HK Phil
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BENERMU BT ISSTHLENIEMPIR > E7ERE | BRKRITNEE
SH1E o SHRIEBLL4BYL - Buy More, Save More! Join Club Bravo now to enjoy
the exclusive member privileges: Up to a 30% discount upon purchasing
standard tickets for four or more HK Phil mainstage programmes.

3 Ticketing Enquiries

Programme Enquiries

5% Credit Card Telephone Booking

3166 1288
3166 1100
2721 2332
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For ticketing and other discount schemes, please visit: INAIEE B EREFBAZEt URBTIX (Android & iPhone/iPad i) BSEE
Tickets are also available through mobile ticketing app URBTIX (Android

urbtix.hk

hkphil.org/2223season-discount

and iPhone/iPad versions)
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REFIZHE | Please note that venues may update their anti-epidemic admission measures in line with the Government regulations. See the Venue’s official website for the latest details | Please refer to hkphil.org for list of seats with restricted
sightlines | Programmes and artists are subject to change without notice or refund | Latecomers may not be admitted | Suitable for ages 6 and above | The concert runs approximately 1 hour and 45 minutes without an intermission.




