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VASILY PETRENKO
& BORIS GILTBURG S

Vasily Petrenko is a conductor with a youthful spirit but a ‘,

profound feeling for his native Russian tradition. Pianist £
Boris Giltburg, meanwhile, aims “to delve deeper and

deeper into the world behind the notes”. Together, they’re

a dream team in this all-Russian programmme. Giltburg

will light up the sky in Prokofiev’s glittering Third Piano

Concerto. And then Petrenko conducts Rachmaninov’s

Second Symphony - a wordless epic that’s as passionate

as a love-song.
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RACHMANINOV Symphony no. 2

“We live here like hermits: we see nobody, we know nobody and we
go nowhere.” — Rachmaninov

Rachmaninov has been regarded in his native Russia as the country’s greatest composer
since Tchaikovsky, in America he was seen primarily as a pianist whose music was both out of
fashion and redolent of a long-forgotten and much maligned era in musical history.

But even in his homeland, Rachmaninov had his detractors, and his first symphony was met
with an extremely hostile critical reaction at its 1897 premiere in St Petersburg. It was another
10 years before he dared approach the composition of a symphony again, and keen to
exorcise the ghosts of the first symphony, he moved with his family to Dresden where, in that
secretive environment, he set about composing his second symphony. Writing the work in
exile in Germany certainly paid off, and the symphony’s premiere in St Petersburg on 8
February 1908 conducted by the composer was a great success, and it quickly gained a
foothold in the repertory. It received much critical praise, and while most observed that it was
unusually long for a symphony, a recurrent comment made was that audiences had no
difficulty maintaining their concentration. One critic wrote how, “After listening with unflagging
attention to its four movements, one notes with surprise that the hands of the watch have
moved 65 minutes forward.”
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“Petrenko stamped his authority all over the work:
a fine sense of lyrical line matched the clarity of
structure, but most deeply engaging was his
control of the changing mood and temperature...”

- The Guardian
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« Current Music Director of the Royal Philharmonic
Orchestra and Artistic Director of the State
Academic Symphony Orchestra of Russia

* Worked with many of the world’s most prestigious
orchestra including the Berlin Philharmonic, Bavarian
Radio Symphony etc.
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“Singing line, variety of touch and broad dynamic
palette capable of great surges of energy”
— The Washington Post
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* Released solo discs of Beethoven, Schumann and
Rachmaninov, Shostakovich concerti with Petrenko
andthe the Royal Liverpool Philharmonic Orchestra

+ Appeared with orchestras such as London
Philharmonic Orchestra, Oslo Philharmonic, St
Petersburg Philharmonic and Baltimore Symphony
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