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BACH | ST MATTHEW PASSION

Filled with emotion, a survivor of great and terrible events
tells his tale. As he sings of his friend’s betrayal and
killing, the ancient tragedy comes startlingly alive: a great
chorus becomes an angry crowd, and even the listeners
become part of the unfolding tragedy. This is Bach’s St
Matthew Passion, and it’s simply overwhelming. Jaap van
Zweden assembles a world-class team of soloists to
perform a masterpiece that belongs to listeners of all
faiths — and none.
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BACH st Matthew Passion

“The richest and noblest example of sacred music in existence” - SIR HUBERT PARRY

The St Matthew Passion was probably first performed on Good Friday in 1727. After Bach’s
death, however, it fell into obscurity until 1829 when Mendelssohn arranged a performance of
it in Berlin. Conceived on a truly operatic scale and incorporating a wide variety of musical
techniques and stylistic devices, Bach’s St Matthew Passion is very much the climax of the
German Passion settings. The St Matthew Passion was described as a sacred music in
existence, it seems astonishing that this massive three-hour work was composed for
performance by a mere handful of provincial church musicians during a religious service.

Using a text by the Leipzig poet Christian Friedrich Henrici based on chapters 26 and 27 of
St Matthew’s Gospel, the St Matthew Passion calls for a large scale of choral work. Cast in two
parts which, in the Leipzig Good Friday Vespers, would have been sung either side of the
sermon, the weight of the narrative is placed, as was traditional, on the tenor voice, with the
words of Christ sung by the bass.
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FIZEMNINTHE EALERZEE Tickets at URBTIX & POPTICKET
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315 o $52ISE L4485 o Buy More, Save More! Join Club Bravo now to enjoy
the exclusive member privileges: Up to a 30% off discount upon purchasing
standard tickets for four or more HK Phil mainstage programmes.

For ticketing and other discount schemes, please visit:

RIEMR Telephone Booking

#iE & Programme Enquiries

3166 1288

REBEWRESRH Ticketing Enquiries and Customer Service 3166 1100

JE 7€

POPTICKET.hk

2721 2332

IRETER B IR AE T2 URBTIX (Android & iPhone/iPad hR) fli&R

Tickets are also available through mobile ticketing app URBTIX (Android
and iPhone/iPad versions)

urbtix.hk hkphil.org/2223season-discount popticket.hk/hkphil
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HFRY > BABRTAR T HPRIAES | Please note that venues may update their anti-epidemic admission measures in line with the Government regulations. See the Venue's official website for the latest details | Please refer to hkphil.org for list of seats with restricted sightiines | Programmes
and artists are subject to change without notice or refund | Suitable for ages 6 and above | The concert runs approximately 3 hours with an intermission | Please note latecomers will miss the first part performance, and the audience is advised to allow enough time for admission




