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JAAP | TURANGALILA-SYMPHONIE

Imagine a Hollywood film score, a rhythmic workout, a spectacular piano
concerto and a blissed-out hymn to love on a cosmic scale. Now add a
super-sized orchestra, a dash of Hindu philosophy, a star pianist and a
vintage electronic instrument straight out of science fiction, and you’re
still not even half-way to imagining Olivier Messiaen’s mind-boggling
Turangalila-Symphonie, in its first performance by the HK Phil.
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Love song and hymn to joy, time, movement, rhythm, life and death.
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Turangalila-Symphonie, written in the late 1940s, is one of the most original visions of the
concept of the symphony from the 20th century. From the ancient sonorities of the Indonesian
gamelan and the rhythmic structures of classical Hindustani music to the mesmerising
complexity of bird song — all illuminated by Messiaen’s unique, lushly colourful harmonic
language. Ondes martenot, the signature of Turangalila’s soundscape, an early electronic
instrument controlled via a keyboard, has its peculiar, almost science fiction-like timbre.

The Turangalila-Symphonie is the middle work in a trilogy of compositions which were inspired
by the legend of Tristan und Isolde, and it is the only one without words as well as the largest.
Turangalila is a combination of two Sanskrit words. The title translates loosely to “The Game of
Time” — with “game” here understood as the cosmic play of love and death (fila), the cycle of
creation and destruction, keeps the universe spinning through time (turanga).
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+ Music Director of the Hong Kong Philharmonic
Orchestra (HK Phil) and the New York Philharmonic

- Led the HK Phil to complete Wagner's Ring Cycle and
win Gramophone's Orchestra of the Year Award 2019

- Received the Concertgebouw Prize and the Silver
Bauhinia Star in 2020
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- Performed world-wide, recorded more than 50

albums, reputed as one of today’s finest pianists

- Received two Grammy nominations, the Preis der

Deutschen Schaliplattenkritik etc.
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- Recent performances include concerts with the Los

Angeles Philharmonic, Auckland Philharmonia Orchestra

+ Regular apperance in the large-scale work of Messiaen:

Turangafila-Symphonie

- Played in well over 100 film and television scores
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standard tickets for four or more HK Phil mainstage programmes. For
ticketing and other discount schemes, please visit:

TRE BB 7B I Z AE T2 URBTIX (Android &iPhone/iPad k) f§Z
Tickets are also available through mobile ticketing app URBTIX

PCPTICKET.hk

popticket.hk/hkphil

urbtix.hk

hkphil.org/2223season-discount

(Android and iPhone/iPad versions)
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restricted sightlines | Programmes and artists are subject to change without notice or refund | Latecomers will miss the whole symphony | Suitable for ages 6 and above | The concert runs approximately 2 hours with an intermission




