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by the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region - cuitural Centre Jaap van Zweden Music Director
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Rachmaninov’s sweeping Third Concerto has been called the Everest of
Romantic piano concertos. On these concerts, it’s performed by

Van Cliburn competition winnier Zhang Haochen and conducted by the
HK Phil Principal Guest Conductor Yu Long. The Maestro will bring a unique
energy and authority to the powerful Symphonic Dances, sometimes
described as the greatest orchestral suite Rachmaninov ever wrote.
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Rachmaninov composed his last major work, Symphonic Dances, while living in the
US. By then, he had left his hometown for more than two decades since the Bolshevik
Revolution broke out in Russia in 1917. Thus, this work brims with an immense nostalgia
for his hometown.

Rachmaninov dedicated this piece to Eugene Ormandy, who led his favourite orchestra,
the Philadelphia Orchestra, in the premiere. Symphonic Dances was initially titled
Fantastic Dances, with its three movements titled “Noon”, “Twilight” and “Midnight”.
The whole piece exhibits large variations in melody, rhythm, harmony and style, which
brilliantly incorporates elements from his previous works. For instance, the ending of
the first movement is reminiscent of a theme from his First Symphony. Featuring the
jazz-infused alto saxophone solo, this movement is like a soulful look back on life.
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+ Current Principal Guest Conductor of the HK Phil
+ Hailed as the “most powerful figure in China’s

classical music scene” by The New York Times

+ Chairman of the Artistic Committee of the

Beijing Music Festival, Artist Director of the
China Philharmonic Orchestra, Music Director
of the Shanghai and Guangzhou Symphony
Orchestra, Co-director of MISA Shanghai
Summer Festival

“Such a combination of enchanting, sensitive
lyricism and hypnotizing forcefulness is a
phenomenon encountered very rarely.”

—Ury Eppstein, The Jerusalem Post
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+ Winner of the gold medal at the Thirteenth Van

Cliburn International Piano Competition

+ In the 2022/23 season, Haochen joins the

Staatskapelle Berlin, the HK Phil, and
Memphis Symphony Orchestra, etc.
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15 352 B B %4815 - Club Bravo members are entitled up to an exclusive
15% off for purchasing Standard Tickets at URBTIX. For ticketing and
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P> B3E RIS | Please note that venues may update their anti-epidemic admission measures in line with the Government regulations. See the Venue’s official website for the latest details \ Please refer to hkphil.org for list of seats with
restricted sightlines | Programmes and artists are subject to change without notice or refund | suitable for ages 6 and above | Parental guidance is recommended | The concert runs approximately 1 hour and 45 minutes with an intermission



