HONG KONG PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA
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Modern carols take their form from medieval liturgical carols in the 12" and 13*
centuries. They start with a refrain and are followed by verses of uniform structure. In that
sense, modern carols have a root in church on its music form.

However, the act of traveling to different homes comes from an entirely different
tradition. In England, the word wassail — derived from the Old Norse ves heill meaning "be
well, and in good health" — came to mean the wishing of good fortune on your neighbors.
No one is quite sure when the custom began, but it did give us the two famous carols, "Here
We Come-A-Wassailing" and the lyrics in the popular "We Wish You a Merry Christmas" —
sung as carolers wished good cheer to their neighbors in hopes of getting a gift in return.

The two traditions of singing and visiting first merged in Victorian England, as church
carols began to merge with Christian folk music, but caroling was also a tradition in other
festivals. Later in the 19* Century, as Christmas became more commercialised and popular,
publishers began churning out anthologies of carols, and many of today’'s most popular
carols date from this period!
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The Hong Kong Philharmonic Chorus was
established in 1980, and was reformed in 2013.
The Chorus has performed with the HK Phil in
major works under renowned conductors
including Lorin Maazel, Nicholas McGegan,
Brett Weymark and Jaap van Zweden.
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Philip Chu, Chorus Master
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Credit Card Telephone Booking 2111 5999 | Ticketing Enquiries 37616661 | Programme Enquiries 27212332 EIE_@,_‘%L_EI
Full-time students, citizens aged 60 or above, people with disabilities & C5SA recipients: 50% off (with quota, this discount cannot be used in conjunction with &lﬁﬁgﬂ% %
any other offers) | Young Audience Scheme bers: 55% off, accompanying adults: 10% off (max. 2 tickets per discount category) | Club Bravo members: b E

15% off | Group Booking (standard tickets only): 10% off 10-19 tickets, 15% off 20+ tickets | Please refer to www.hkphil.org for other discount schemes and list
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of seats with restricted sightlines | Programmes and artists are subject to change without notice or refund | Latecomers may not be admitted | Suitable for www hkphil org
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aged 3 and above | Concerts run for approx. 2 hours with an interval
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The Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra is financially supported by the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region and is a Vienue Partner of the Hong Kong Cultural Centre.
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Jaap van Zweden Music Director
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23 & 24 DEC 2017 Sat 8pm & Sun 3pm, 8pm
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hkphil.org
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Gerard Salonga Corinna Chamberlain . s ADDITIONAL PERFORMANCE
Conductor Presenter 4 2017 Sun 8pm
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