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DANIELE GATTI
CONDUCTING MASTERCLASS

7 December 2024
11:00-13:30

Hong Kong Cultural Centre Concert Hall

Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra

Daniele Gatti

Virgil Fok
BEETHOVEN Symphony no. 2 — movement 1

RAVEL Mother Goose Suite — movements 4 & 5

Harry Lai

PROKOFIEV Symphony no. 1 — movements 1, 2, & 3

Andy Cheng
BEETHOVEN Symphony no. 2 — movement 2
PROKOFIEV Symphony no. 1 — movement 1

RAVEL Mother Goose Suite — movement 5
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DANIELE GATTI

3$51& Conductor

Photo: Marco Borggreve
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Daniele Gatti graduated as a composer and orchestra
conductor at the Conservatorio Giuseppe Verdi in Milan. He
is the new Chief Conductor of the Séachsische Staatskapelle
Dresden, he is also Artistic Advisor of the Mahler Chamber
Orchestra. He was Chief Conductor of the Teatro del Maggio
Musicale Fiorentino and Music Director of the Teatro
dell'Opera di Roma. He previously held prestigious roles at
important musical institutions like the Accademia Nazionale di
Santa Cecilia, the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, the
Orchestre National de France, the Royal Opera House of
London, the Teatro Comunale di Bologna, Zurich’s
Opernhaus, and the Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra in
Amsterdam.

Some of the numerous and important new productions he
has conducted include Falstaff staged by Robert Carsen (in
London, Milan, and Amsterdam); Parsifal staged by Stefan
Herheim opening the 2008 Bayreuther Festspiele; Parsifal
staged by Francois Girard at the Metropolitan Opera in New
York; four operas at the Salzburger Festspiele (Elektra, La
bohéeme, Die Meistersinger von Niirnberg, and Il Trovatore).

In August, he opened the 2024-2025 season of Staatskapelle
and led a tour Italy with the orchestra. At the end of
September, he opened the Wiener Philarmoniker’s season at
the Musikverein of Wien, touring with them in major European
cities.

He has been awarded the “Franco Abbiati” Award by Italian
music critics three times as best director of the year. In 2016
he was awarded the Chevalier de la Légion d’Honneur from
the French Republic for his work as Music Director of the
Orchestre National de France. Among the awards obtained
also that of Grand Officer of Merit of the Italian Republic.
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With a passion for both classical and contemporary
repertoire, conductor Chin-wai (Virgil) FOK finds inspiration in
the collaborative spirit and boundless creativity of music
making. He seeks to bring fresh perspectives to traditional
masterpieces while championing innovative compositions that
engage and excite modern audiences.

Currently pursuing a Master’s degree in Orchestral
Conducting at the Jacobs School of Music (Indiana
University), under the guidance of Arthur Fagen, Jeffery
Meyer, and Thomas Wilkins, Chin-wai holds an Artistic
Associate Instructor position in the Orchestral Conducting
Department. A graduate of the Hong Kong Academy for
Performing Arts with First Class Honours in Classical
Saxophone Performance under the tutelage of Charles Ng,
Martin Choy, and Kevin Ling.

Chin-wai began conducting at age 14, studying with Colin
Touchin, Victor Tam and Ho-man Choi. He has participated in
masterclasses with renowned maestros including Jorma
Panula, Jukka-Pekka Saraste, Esa-Pekka Salonen, Hannu
Lintu, Neeme Jarvi, Jaap van Zweden, Marin Alsop,
Kuokman Lio, JoAnn Falletta, Wing-sie Yip, Kelvin Ngai etc.
conducting esteemed orchestras such as the Hradec Kralové
Philharmonic Orchestra, Pro Arte Orchestra Hong Kong,
Sendjoki City Orchestra, Moravian Philharmonic Orchestra
(Olomouc), Turku Philharmonic Orchestra etc.

In a recent highlight, Chin-wai premiered Péter E6tvos’s
Percussion Concerto “Speaking Drums” with percussionist
Arthur Lo and the Chinese University of Hong Kong
Orchestra, honouring the late composer’s legacy.
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Originating from Hong Kong, Harry Lai is currently finishing
his Orchestral Conducting masters under the tutelage of
Prof. Mark Heron and Prof. Clark Rundell at the Royal

Northern College of Music.

Harry has recently worked as the assistant conductor of the
Birmingham Opera Company with Alpesh Chauhan and the
City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra (CBSO). He has
also collaborated with orchestras such as the Hallé,
Dubrovnik Symphony Orchestra, Stidwestdeutsches
Kammerorchestra Pforzheim (SWDKO), English Symphony
Orchestra, Manchester Camerata, and Opera Plovdiv
Orchestra amongst others. In his conducting studies, he
also received lessons and mentoring from Sir Mark Elder,
Nicolas Pasquet, Martyn Brabbins, Baldur Bronnimann,
Anthony Hermus, John Storgards, Chloe van Soeterstede
and David Hill. His studies are generously supported by the
Waverley Trust and Dorothy Smith Scholarship.

Harry frequently assists BBC Philharmonic and Royal
Liverpool Philharmonic Orchestra, with recent highlights
working with Domingo Hindoyan, Paul Daniel, Eva
Ollikainen, Paolo Bortolameolli, Andrew Gourlay, Ben
Gernon and Julian Rachlin. Harry has participated in
masterclasses with Peter E6tvds, Gregory Vajda, Douglas

Bostock and Uros Lajovic.

As a pianist, Harry started learning the instrument at the age
of four and eventually studied with Dr. Murray McLachlan at
the RNCM. Harry has appeared as orchestral pianist,
repetiteur in orchestras and opera companies. As an avid
chamber musician, he is also the recent recipient of the Avril
Coleridge-Taylor second prize. Recent years also see Harry
performing at prestigious venues such as the Bridgewater
Hall, the Glasshouse International Centre of Music, and

Rector’s Palace at Dubrovnik, amongst others.
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Andy Cheng, born in Hong Kong, began his first piano lesson at
the age of 3. Andy debuted as an orchestral conductor at 16,
conducting a joint school orchestra of over 160 students on
stage. Since then he has developed his conducting skills
through guidance from Wilson Ng, Sharon Choa, Yong-yan HU,
Ma Man Ki, and Nicholas Ching.

Starting in 2021, Andy has become the choir conductor at St
Joseph's Church in Hong Kong and the organist at the Hong
Kong Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception. He has
led the choir in performing at different joint church events in
Hong Kong.

In September 2024, Andy Cheng arranged and conducted a
full-length concert in the Hong Kong Academy for Performing
Arts Concert Hall. He assembled a full-size orchestra together
with his friends in the academy, performing Beethoven
Symphony No. 6 and Liszt Piano Concerto No. 1. The concert
was well acclaimed.

Currently, Andy is a BMus 4 piano student at the Hong Kong
Academy for Performing Arts, where he studies with Hui Ling.
He is a second-prize winner of the 2023 HKGNA International
Music Competition in Chamber Music.

In the future, Andy would like to develop more in conducting in
order to become an influential orchestral conductor and share
music that resonance people’s heart.



