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Wagner’s Ring Cycle Part 3: Siegfried
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Jaap van Zweden Music Director
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Yu Long Principal Guest Conductor

MHIE (B %) Siegfried (Tenor)
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Son of Siegmund and Sieglinde

WA (KB HE) The Wanderer (Bass-
Baritone)
35 10 2 B W 3E 425 (Wotan, Chief of the

Gods in disguise)

K% (5E3F) Mime (Tenor)

JEAHBEE FI#E 1% A Nibelung dwarf

fifmBesy (L) Brunnhilde
(Soprano)
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RIb LB —

Daughter of Erda and Wotan and one of
nine Valkyries

ERE (BKE) Fafner (Bass)
kB E BRI E A The giant, disguised as a

dragon

Mrb Sy (X ) Woodbird
(Soprano)
FASIERR B EREM MR, RENEE
NP TN

A forest bird whose song Siegfried
can understand when he tastes the
dragon’s blood

FHE%EHEMRAT The Hong Kong Philharmonic Society Ltd

FRENERDEFEL P OITEAR 2

Level 8, Administration Building, Hong Kong Cultural Centre, Tsim Sha Tsui, Kowloon, Hong Kong

W3 Tel +852 2721 2030 MK Fax +852 23116229
www.hkphil.org




REE sges
\HE 4894 Jaap van Zweden Music Director
ress

. RIE amamkm
H Kph I I Yu LOI’]Z Pﬁnﬁcipa\ Guest Conductor

(BHIE) HEAL The story of Siegfried
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Siegfried is the third chapter of Wagner’s Ring Cycle. At the end of the second part, Die Walkiire (The Valkyrie), the
Valkyrie of the title Briinnhilde is in a magical sleep at the top of a mountain, fenced in by magic flames. Siegfried’s
mother Sieglinde has fled the angry god Wotan, taking her husband Siegmund’s broken sword Nothung. Sieglinde
gives birth to Siegfried, but she dies, and Siegfried is brought up by Mime, a Nibelung dwarf.

As the third chapter begins, Mime is trying unsuccessfully to re-make the sword for Siegfried. Mime knows that
Siegfried can kill Fafner the giant and help him get the magic golden ring which gives its owner ultimate power. The
Chief of the Gods, Wotan also wants the ring. Disguised as a Wanderer, he enters and challenges Mime to a battle of
riddles. He tells Mime that Siegfried will himself make a sword from the fragments of his father Siegmund's sword
Nothung, and that it will be invincible.

Siegfried remakes the sword Nothung and learns from Mime that Fafner has transformed himself into a dragon in
the forest. He reckons that he can understand the meaning of fear from Fafner. He summons Fafner to a fight and
duly kills him. He tastes the dragon’s blood and can understand the Woodbird’s warning, which is that Mime is going
to kill him. Instead, he kills Mime, takes the ring, and follows the Woodbird towards the mountain where Briinnhilde
is awaiting release by a hero.

Erda, the earth-spirit, has warned Wotan that the gods are doomed, but he determines to do what he can to stop
Siegfried. Using the sword Nothung, Siegfried shatters Wotan’s spear and the magic flames die away. Siegfried
awakens Briinnhilde. For the first time, he feels fear, but they fall deeply in love with each other. Siegfried ends with
a great love duet between them,
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