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You may have heard the Bridal Chorus many times,
which is a march played: for the bride’s entrance at
weddings today. But did you know. who composed the

tune? It was written by Richard Wagner for his 1850

opera Loh_engr/n.

\Wagner was a German composer, theatre director and
conductor who is primarily known for his operas. Born
in Leipzig, Germany in 1813, he completed 13 operas
before he died at the age of almost 70. His music
totally changed the way classical music was written.
Throughout his life, he was dedicated to realising his
vision of an opera in which all elements —music, drama,
scenery, action and the entire theatre — are integrated
to support the totality of the performance.

In 1848, Wagner began work on his mammoth Der Ring
des Nibelungen (The Ring of the Nibelung) or known
as The fling Cycle. It is made up of four operas: Das
Rheingold (The Rhinegold), Die Walkiire (The Valkyrie),
Siegfried and Gdétterddmmerung (Iwilight of the Gods).
The four operas contain some 16 hours of music which
features themes such as love and betrayal, good and
evil, sacrifice and redemption.

"
The Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra (HK Phil)
has been undertaking a spectacular 4-year musical
project to perform Wagner's The Ring Cycle, with
our Music Director Jaap van Zweden, to all of Hong Kong.
In the third year of the project, the HK Phil will be
presenting the Siegfried opera-in-concert — the
third chapter of The Ring Cycle —on 19:and 22 January 2017
(details on p9).

This Appreciation Guide aims to introduce \}ou to
Wagner, shis music and the story of Siegfried and to
help enhance 'your music listening experience. Now,
let’s begin our journey!

IRES RN (1512 1Tih)
Listen to the Bridal Chorus composed by Wagner:

https://youtu.be/rBIGIRENNBw
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The Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra is financially = L
supported by the Government of the Hong Kong | 3 ' i -4 | i Jaap van ZWeden

Special Administrative Region

SWIRE is the Principal Patron of the Hong Kong
Philharmonic Orchestra

The Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra is a venue
partner of the Hong Kong Cultural Centre

= Music Director
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HK Phil's The Story of Siegfried BIERELE

Siegfried Opera-in-Concert Enter Siegfried
Performance Creative Art Competition o H1974%F » HEE AR 2LE ' ¢ Hong Kong's first professional orchestra since 1974

o S5 ER BB E M AV 44 2 — * One of the leading orchestras in Asia
o SEHIEE  §F FREE150S T HE  RS|ER * Busy performance schedule of over 150 performances
@ @ #E20% reaching 200,000+ audience each season
- B&- XZE e Bringing classical music to the community with
large-scale symphonic event Swire Symphony Under

iy (B8IE) BB The Stars
 REBRRBETERET

B

EH (BRI
Painting Siegfried Drawing Paper Siegfried Upcoming Activities

e Comprehensive education and outreach programmes
MR B— TEMNRREE to invest in Hong Kong's musical future

e Touring around the world to promote Hong Kong as
Asia’s World City
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Wagner  built the  Bayreuth
Festspielhaus (Bayreuth Festival
Theatre) in Bayreuth, Germany to
perform The ARing. Today people
from all parts of the world travel
there to watch the performances of
that masterpiece.

In 1870, Wagner married his second
wife Cosima, daughter of renowned
composer Franz Liszt. He finished
his last opera, Parsifal, in 1882 and

ERMN1813F H AR - B4Y
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BB EFFIE -

Richard Wagner was born in Leipzig, Germany in 1813.
He was interested in music and literature as a boy.
Read on to learn more about his story.

BAMEETAH T HT =8I died in Venice in 1883. Over his

Bl BEAZBBXEKNKIE lifetime, he completed 13 operas,

MRz —° and was remembered as one of the
greatest composers who ever lived.
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Wagner attended Leipzig University
where he started work on operas.

In 1836, Wagner married the singer
Minna Planer. Later, he composed
the opera Rienzi in a small city in
Germany and it was a success!
However, Wagner had severe
financial problems. He and his wife
moved from place to place.

In 1839, they arrived in Paris where
Wagner came into contact with
a great deal of new music and
literature. His Paris period laid
the foundations of several future
operas, including Der fliegende
Holldnder (The Flying Dutchman)
which he completed in 1843.
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In 1848, Wagner began work on his
mammoth The Ring Cycle. He wrote
both the libretto (the text) and music
of The Ring and it took him 26 years
to complete.

The four operas are held together
by a complex system of musical
references called Leitmotifs.
Characters and situations are
identified by individual musical
motifs.

Wagner invented the Wagner Tuba
for The Ring as he wanted a unique
sound combining tonal elements of
a tenor tuba and a French horn.

A
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[:HAH A[:TEH |_|ST Let's meet the characters in the story of Siegfried. You can also dress

the two main characters. Check out the center pages.

KB (25
Woodbird (Soprano)
BIEIEE| EBER TG - BEES
&M B HR

A forest bird whose song Siegfried
can understand when he tastes the

hRBRE (ZEE
Briinnhilde (Soprano)
HAIE R K 2 4 SRR P
HERER - BB
Z_

Daughter of Wotan and Erda
and one of nine Valkyries

dragon’s blood

E%E (BEE)
Siegfried (Tenof
B SR IR 15 i
FTER 7T

Son of Siegmund ang

Sieglinde

ERM (BEE)
Fafner (Bass)
{EEKERENE A

The giant, disguised as a dragon

\'n.

RBA (BRBE+HE)
The Wanderer
(Bass-Baritone)
R4 2 B AR
(GES

Wotan, Chief of the
Gods in disguise

K (BEE
Mime (Tenor)
JE1RBEREV R TR
A Nibelung dwarf
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JAAP'VAN ZWEDEN

#5848 conductor
MEMBERS WILL ENJOY:

ﬂé‘-\ &%§%§E%§g§2\§ t‘ ’ -Exclusive oppo
g

SIMON O’NEILL
Siegfried

world-class

o SHEP -HK Phil concert
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MATTHIAS GOERNE | i FHEREE \{ o BORAEERE QOM -Open rehearsals b

Wanderer %Jﬁﬁ@ittﬁ/g%ﬁﬁg/ﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁ * «BEISER \( UNG AU C E S CIL/E -Bonus point system and souvenirs
o KNP EYIES X

DEBORAH HUMBLE ANCILLARY EVENTS B SRR N MF

Erda 1 9 & 2 2 JA N 2 01 7 Creative art competition/Symposia/ N/

HEIDI MELTON

Briinnhilde

at least one HK Phil concert

DAVID CANGELOSI

Mime

-E-newsletters
-Discounts at designated merchants
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Tickets at URBTIX www.urbtix.hk s L, e & : ,:..-:-'" Ges s aor you i you

RER  FRAE

{ZF% 5EH 2 Credit Card Telephone Booking 2111 5999 QA T Eb R LT
S 7% ) Ticketing Enquiries 3761 6661 | £ B & 5 Programme Enquiries 2721 2332 :
G =278 F1250 My URBTIX (Android JiPhone/iPadkz) #E3E Tickets are also available through mobile ticketing app My URBTIX (Android and iPhone / iPad versions) h k p h | I [ 0 rg ﬁ?&yé Jaa p van Zweden

~* The Hong Kong Philhart ? = F4482 Music Director
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Siegfriedis the third chapter of Wagner's The Ring Cycle. At
the end of the second part, Die Walkiire (The Valkyrie), the
Valkyrie of the title Briinnhilde is in a magical sleep at the
top of a mountain, fenced in by magic flames. Siegfried's
mother Sieglinde has fled the angry god Wotan, taking her
husband Siegmund’s broken sword Nothung. Sieglinde
gives birth to Siegfried, but she dies, and Siegfried is
brought up by Mime, a Nibelung dwarf.

As the third chapter begins, Mime is trying unsuccessfully
to re-make the sword for Siegfried. Mime knows that
Siegfried can kill Fafner the giant and help him get the
magic golden ring which gives its owner ultimate power.
The Chief of the Gods, Wotan also wants the ring. Disguised
as a Wanderer, he enters and challenges Mime to a battle
of riddles, and tells Mime that Siegfried will himself make
a sword from the fragments of his father Siegmund’s sword
Nothung, and that it will be invincible.

Siegfried remakes the sword Nothung and learns
from Mime that Fafner has transformed himself into a
dragon in the forest. He reckons that he can understand
the meaning of fear from Fafngr. He summons Fafner to
a fight and duly kills him. He tastes the dragon’s blood
and can understand the Woodbird's warning, which is
that Mime is going to kill him. Instead, he kills Mime,
takes the ring, and follows the Woodbird towards the
mountain where Briinnhilde is awaiting release by a
hero.

Erda, the earth-spirit, has warned Wotan that the gods
are doomed, but he determines to do what he can to
stop Siegfried. Using the sword Nothung, Siegfried
shatters Wotan's spear and the magic flames die away.
Siegfried awakens Brinnhilde. For the first time, he
feels fear, but they fall deeply in love with each other.
Siegfried ends with a great love duet between them.@

BNBRPAENEESST

For the stories of the first two chapters of The Ring Cycle, visit the HK Phil’s website:

FmbE CRANESR)

'I"" www.hkphil.org/eng/doc/

Eﬂ.':.::r"l'.*.-.

20150122_24_DasRheingold_548.pdf

ZEBEh CZCEUAR)
The second chapter Die Walkiire (The Valkyrie)
www.hkphil.org/eng/doc/
j3w21_diewalkure_web_637.pdf

12
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fro S of the charaCte

own words, and secondly through
he invented for the orchestra to play,
to sing. Wagner also had a vision for wha
would see — the sets, lighting, and acting on's

But these three things are never performed exactly:

the same. Although the words and music are precisely
written down, they are endlessly flexible. They can be
interpreted an infinite number of ways. What we can
see and hear changes completely, depending on who is
telling the story. Even today, great thinkers ponder the
characters and events of Siegfried, trying to find new
meaning in them. They are still relevant after all this
time — myths don't go out of date!

Who do we meet in Siegfried 7 Mime, the seeming
friend whose heart is full of betrayal. The mysterious
Wanderer who seems to know all the answers. The
perfect dashing hero who still has lessons to learn.
Wagner brings universal characters to life in Siegfried.

This art competition is our way of sharing Siegfried
with you — a great story which the HK Phil is about to
re-tell. We'd like you to learn more about this myth,
hear Wagner's way of telling the story, and then pick
up your brush and create your own vision of it. \We hope
that you'll find something in the story of Siegfried that
reaches out to you — and that through your art, you will
tell this mythical something back to us! @

EREREMBMREEREEE
Raff Wilson, Director of Artistic Planning of the HK Phil
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.Siegfried

come join the
Wagner's Ring Cycle Part 3:
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Open Rehearsal / Public Activities / Symposia '

BA BB BEALG EFESLET
Free admission by registration

>
g AEBEE
Symposia, Masterclasses and Open Rehearsal:
casexe \WWWAKONILOTY

Watch out for the details on the HK Phil's webs
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